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Yet not for that shall sober reason frown
Upon that promise, nor that shape disown.
We know that only to high aims are due
Rich guerdons, and to them alone ensue.55

I am well aware that up to the present time no
practical scheme of federation has been submitted
or suggested, but I do not think that such a scheme
is impossible. There are two points which have to
be prominently borne in mind. There is the ques-
tion of commercial union and the question of union
for defence. I have heard it argued that the colonies
would be very foolish to allow themselves to become
mixed up in pur old-world policy, and to concern
themselves with wars in which they can have no
possible interest or advantage.

... I suppose the colonists read history; and
if they do, they will know that every great war in
which this country has been engaged since the great
French war at the beginning of the century, and
that every dispute which has seriously threatened
our peace, has arisen out of the concerns and
interests of one or other of the colonies or of the
great dependency of India. Under these circum-
stances it appears to me that it may be at least
as much to the interests of the colonies, as to
those of the mother country, that we should seek
and find a concerted system of defence.

The difficulty in the case of commercial union
is, no doubt, much greater. It is no use to expect
that our colonies wiU abandon their custom duties
as their chief and principal source of revenue. It
is hardly to be hoped that the protected interests,
fostered by their system, will willingly surrender
the privileges which they now enjoy. All we can do
is to wait until proposals are made to us: to con-
sider these proposals, when they come, with fairness